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To  the  Kenilworth  Urban  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  annual  report 
upon  the  health  of  the  urban  district  in  1961.  Apart  from 
measles,  which  attacked  many  infants  and  young  children, 
there  was  no  epidemic  of  communicable  disease.  There  was 
a high  birth  rate  and  low  death  rate.  The  population  in- 
creased by  240  persons.  This  growth  of  the  town’s  population 
continues  steadily  year  by  year.  Your  two  refuse  vehicles 
and  crews  have,  however,  met  all  the  demands  of  their 
growing  round  and  have  also  rid  householders  of  scrap  and 
rubbish  other  than  the  normal  household  refuse.  The  aug- 
mented sewer  system  has  proved  equal  to  its  task  but  grave 
shortcomings  have  existed  at  your  sewage  disposal  works 
where  modernization  of  old  and  provision  of  new  treatment 
plant  has  been  going  on.  The  scale  of  the  alterations  makes 
it  difficult  to  operate  satisfactorily  under  an  ever  increasing 
load  while  the  improvements  are  in  progress. 

Your  Public  Health  Inspector  can  again  report  inspec- 
tion of  all  carcases  slaughtered  for  sale  for  human  consump- 
tion. The  licensed  slaughterhouses  have  been  brought  up 
to  the  standards  of  hygiene  and  construction  required  by 
new  regulations.  Little  or  no  tuberculous  disease  was  detected 
among  the  cattle  inspected. 

Elsewhere  Mr.  Edmundson,  Surveyor  and  Public  Health 
Inspector,  makes  his  twenty-fifth  and  final  report  to  you. 
As  he  is  to  continue  in  office  as  Public  Health  Inspector 
until  April,  1962,  and  as  Surveyor  until  30th  September, 
1962,  a tribute  to  his  work  properly  belongs  to  the  report 
for  next  year.  However,  I must  here  acknowledge  the  help 
and  good  advice  which  he  has  invariably  been  able  to  give 
me  and  the  willing  co-operation  of  his  assistant,  Mr.  H. 
Sillifant  who  is  to  succeed  him  as  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  Cleansing  Officer.  It  is  perhaps  invidious  to  single  out 
by  name  others  of  your  officers  who  have  given  their  assist- 
ance. It  would  certainly  be  ungracious  if  I did  not  mention 
here  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Whittaker  as  your  Clerk  and 
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acknowledge  his  courtesy  and  kindness  to  me  ever 
since  my  appointment  in  1951.  It  has  also  been  my  good 
fortune  to  have  the  encouragement  of  the  friendly  interest 
of  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  for  which  I am  sincerely 
grateful. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  LIVINGSTONE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Kenilworth  Urban  District 


A.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


Area 

No.  of  inhabited  houses 
Product  of  a penny  rate 
Rateable  value  ... 

Population  (estimated)  Mid-year, 
Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

Still  Birth  Rate — Rate  per  1,000 
Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

y y y y y y 

Deaths  from  Diseases  and  j 
Accidents  of  Pregnancy  and  - 
Child-birth  ' 


1961 

(Crude) 
(Corrected) 
total  births 
(Crude)  ... 
(Corrected) 

From  Sepsis 
From  other 


5,967  acres 
4,568 
£762 
...  £188,005 
...  14,490 

19.6 

17.6 
10.4 
10.0 

12.6 


causes 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ,..  3.5 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  4.0 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  — 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  - — 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  — 


The  population  has  increased  by  240  persons.  The  nat- 
ural increase  (i.e.  excess  of  births  over  deaths)  was  only  139 
so  that  immigration  played  a lesser  part  than  usual. 

Statistics  for  England  and  Wales  are  shown  at  the  foot 
of  Table  II. 


B.  GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN 

THE  DISTRICT 

1.  Staff  of  Public  Health  Department 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part-time),  Dr.  F.  D.  M.  Livingstone. 
Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part-time),  Dr.  C.  T.  Jones 
(resigned  30/4/61). 

Dr.  K.  D.  Young  (appointed  1/7/61). 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Surveyor,  G.  A.  J. 
Edmundson. 

Assistant  Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Inspector,  H.  Sillifant. 
Clerks:  Miss.  L.  Feasey,  *S.  Buckley,  *Miss  B.  Gibbons  Ward. 

♦(Members  of  L.H. A.  Clerical  Staff  with  part  of  time  allo- 
cated to  services  of  Joint  Sanitary  Committee,  M.O.H.’s 
Office). 
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2.  Public  Health  Laboratories. — The  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Stoney  Stanton  Road,  Coventry  have  made 
routine  examinations  of  samples  of  water,  milk,  ice-cream,  etc. 
Dr.  J.  M.  Whitehead  and  his  colleagues  have  also  helped  in 
inquiries  into  communicable  disease. 

3.  L.H.A.  Services. — An  Infant  Welfare  Centre  is  held 
at  the  Clinic,  Station  Road,  on  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays, 
2-0 — 4-0  p.m. 

C.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

1.  Water  Supply. — The  water  supply  to  the  area  has  been 
satisfactory  in  quality  but  during  the  year  there  has  been  some 
difficulty  in  maintaining  a sufficient  supply.  This  is  attribu- 
table to  the  fact  that  owing  to  a mechanical  breakdown 
necessitating  the  replacement  of  one  borehole  pump,  the  yield 
has  been  less  than  normal  with  the  additional  difficulty  of 
having  to  provide  for  an  increased  population. 

The  new  pump  was  installed  in  the  No.  1 borehole  with  a 
capacity  of  15,000  gallons  per  hour.  The  installation  was  com- 
pleted in  June.  In  September  the  Harland  pump  in  the  No.  2 
borehole  was  removed  and  tenders  obtained  for  a replacement. 

In  the  report  for  the  year  1960  it  was  stated  that  the  water 
levels,  when  the  pumps  were  at  rest,  were  at  No.  1 borehole 
60ft.,  at  No.  2 borehole  76ft.  and  No.  3 borehole  50ft.  below 
ground  level.  It  is  quite  obvious  that  the  yield  has  reached  its 
maximum  and  will  entail  augmenting  the  supply  from  some 
other  source. 

Your  Birmingham  Road  borehole  has  continued  to  give 
a yield  of  some  100,000  gallons  per  day  which  has  helped  con- 
siderably in  maintaining  the  public  supply. 

Complaints  have  been  received  during  the  year  of  insuffi- 
cient water  supply  in  the  Coventry  Road  area.  These  were  due 
to  the  inability  of  your  pumps  to  maintain  the  top  water  level 
in  the  Knowle  Hill  Reservoir,  and  as  the  properties  concerned 
were  on  high  ground  in  the  district  it  was  not  possible  to  main- 
tain a continuous  supply  to  them. 

This  problem  has  been  explored  with  a view  to  finding  the 
most  economical  way  of  helping  with  the  supply. 

The  total  amount  of  water  pumped  during  the  year  from 
the  Mill  End  Pumping  Station  was  183,160,000  gallons  and 
38,382,700  gallons  from  Birmingham  Road.  These  are  both 
increases  from  the  previous  year,  the  consumption  being 
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606,966  gallons  per  day  which  is  an  increase  from  the  previous 
year  of  31,265  gallons  per  day  or  5.4%.  Restrictions  were 
placed  on  the  use  of  hoses  and  sprinklers  as  in  previous  years. 

During  the  year  watermain  extensions  were  laid  in  Laburn- 
um Avenue,  Lime  Grove,  Ash  Drive,  Hermitage  Way,  Scott 
Road,  Rouncil  Lane,  Brookside  Avenue,  Coventry  Road, 
Convent  Close,  Fishponds  Road,  St.  Nicholas  Avenue,  New- 
field  Avenue,  Caesar  Road,  The  Mews,  Lunn  Avenue,  Lower 
Ladyes  Hills,  Tulip  Tree  Avenue,  Dalehouse  Lane  and  Barrow 
Road.  These  were  in  diameters  varying  from  3in.  to  6in. 
166  new  services  were  provided,  39  service  repairs  were  attended 
to  and  four  new  meter  services  were  installed. 

Four  chemical  analyses  were  taken  during  the  year,  two 
from  No.  1 borehole,  one  from  No.  3 borehole  and  one  from 
Birmingham  Road  borehole,  the  results  of  which  are  ap- 
pended. 

In  addition  to  the  above  24  bacteriological  analyses  were 
taken,  all  of  which  were  satisfactory. 

Water  Analysis.  Results  expressed  in  parts  per  1,000,000. 


Sample  from  No.  1 Borehole. 


Appearance  : Very  slightly  turbid,  some 
large  particles 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

0 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

0.007 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  ... 

24 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

2.2 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  at 

27°C.  in  4 hours 

0.1 

Total  Solids  dried  at  100°C.  ... 

415 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

Absent 

pH  

7.32 

Free  Chlorine  ... 

— 

Radioactivity 

— 

The  above  results  show  that  this  sample  is  chemically 
of  satisfactory  quality,  and  subject  to  a satisfactory  bac- 
teriological examination,  safe  for  use  for  drinking  purposes. 
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Water  Analysis.  Results  expressed  in  parts  per  1 ,000,000. 
Sample  from  No.  2 Borehole. 

Appearance  : Bright,  few  small  particles. 


Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

. . . 

...  0 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

. . . 

...  0.007 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  ... 

• • . 

...  26.5 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

• • • 

...  3.0 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate 

at 

27°C.  in  4 hours 

• • • 

...  0.1 

Total  Solids  dried  at  100°C.  ... 

• . . 

...  415 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

. . • 

Absent 

pH  

. . . 

7.39 

Free  Chlorine  ... 

• • . 

Absent 

Radioactivity 

. . . 

— 

Total  Hardness 

• • • 

...  310 

Iron,  Fe. 

• • • 

Absent 

Water  Analysis.  Results  expressed  in  parts  per  1,000,000. 
Sample  from  No.  3 Borehole. 

Appearance  : Bright,  few  small  particles. 


Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

. . . 

...  0 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

• • • 

...  0.017 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  ... 

• • • 

...  26.0 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

• • • 

1.2 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate 

at 

27°C.  in  4 hours 

. . . 

...  0.2 

Total  Solids  dried  at  100°C.  ... 

• • • 

...  405 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

. . . 

Absent 

pH 

. . . 

...  7.30 

Free  Chlorine  ... 

• . . 

Absent 

Radioactivity 

. . . 

. . . — 

Total  Hardness 

• • . 

...  295 

Iron,  Fe. 

• • • 

...  0.2 
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Water  Analysis.  Results  expressed  in  parts  per  1,000,000. 
Sample  from  Birmingham  Road  Borehole. 

Appearance  : Bright,  few  small  particles. 


Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  ...  0.01 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 0.007 

Chlorine  in  Chloride 26.0 

Nitrate  Nitrogen  ...  2.0 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  at 
27°C.  in  4 hours  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.1 

Total  Solids  dried  at  100°C.  ...  ...  ...  400 

Nitrite  Nitrogen  0.003 

pH  7.39 

Free  Chlorine Absent 

Radioactivity  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Total  Hardness  ...  ...  ...  ...  315 

Iron,  Fe.  0.1 

The  position  with  regard  to  properties  having  water 


supply  is  much  the  same  as  previously.  Every  new  house 
has  a pipe  supply.  There  are  no  standpipe  supplies  used  for 
domestic  purposes  and  any  exceptions  to  pipe  supplies  are 
isolated  properties  in  the  rural  part  of  the  district  which 
have  their  own  wells. 

2.  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Works. — 26  sewer 
stoppages  have  been  attended  to  during  the  year.  A length 
of  sewer  was  relaid  in  Windy  Arbour  between  Brook  Road 
and  Leyes  Lane.  This  was  on  account  of  the  old  sewer  being 
choked  with  tree  roots. 

New  lengths  of  sewers  were  laid  in  Park  Road  and  work 
was  commenced  on  the  laying  of  auxiliary  sewers  in  School 
Lane,  Bridge  Street  and  the  Abbey  Lields.  This  was  to  en- 
able the  sewerage  system  to  deal  adequately  with  develop- 
ment in  the  Malthouse  Lane  and  Oaks  Estate  areas.  It  will  be 
necessary  on  some  future  occasion  to  extend  the  auxiliary 
sewer  system  from  Park  Road  to  Dalehouse  Lane. 
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In  addition  to  the  above  surface  water  drainage  was 
improved  in  Common  Lane  and  Windy  Arbour  by  the  con- 
struction of  the  new  sewers  and  it  is  intended  to  extend  this 
principle  to  the  Birches  Lane  area. 

At  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  it  has  been  difficult  to 
continue  a satisfactory  maintenance  owing  to  the  complete 
alteration  now  proceeding  at  the  works.  Owing  to  the  diffi- 
culties involved  there  has  unfortunately  been  considerable 
fouling  of  the  Finham  Brook,  much  of  which  was  un- 
avoidable while  the  alterations  were  proceeding.  The  work 
has  considerably  advanced,  all  the  base  work  being  com- 
pleted for  the  ten  filter  beds.  The  storm  water  tanks,  diges- 
tion tanks  and  humus  tanks  all  being  in  at  this  stage  of  con- 
struction. 

The  gully  emptying  by  Contract  throughout  the  dist- 
rict has  continued  on  the  quarterly  basis.  The  work  has 
generally  been  satisfactory.  Any  cesspools  in  the  district 
are  emptied  by  private  arrangement.  Fortunately  they  are 
few  in  number. 


3.  Rivers  and  Streams. — The  stream  from  Spring  Lane 
to  Herberts  Lane  was  cleaned  as  also  were  the  water  courses 
adjacent  to  Bertie  Road  and  Clarendon  Road. 

Considerable  flooding  had  been  experienced  in  Fieldgate 
Lane  and  the  laying  of  a length  of  surface  water  drain  in  this 
area  has  relieved  the  position. 


4.  Public  Cleansing  and  Salvage. — A weekly  collection 
of  house  refuse  has  been  maintained  in  spite  of  an  ever  in- 
creasing number  of  properties  to  be  served.  There  are  only 
two  vehicles  engaged  on  this  work  each  gang  having  five 
loaders  and  a driver.  The  efficiency  of  this  service  is  due  in 
no  small  measure  to  the  incentive  of  the  bonus  scheme. 

A scheme  was  introduced  whereby  articles  other  than 
the  normal  domestic  refuse,  i.e.,  Old  furniture,  galvanised 
iron,  etc.,  could  be  collected  periodically.  Previously  the  dis- 
posal of  such  material  was  a considerable  problem  to  the 
town  residents  and  led  to  numerous  requests  for  this  special 
service.  Accumulations  of  such  materials  tend  to  harbour 
vermin  and  it  was  thought  that  such  a service  would  be 
beneficial  in  this  respect  and  also  from  a general  point  of  view. 
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Very  little  nuisance  is  encountered  at  the  Tip.  An  ade- 
quate supply  of  covering  material  has  been  available  from  a 
nearby  iron  foundry  and  it  has  been  possible  to  place  a 
liberal  covering  after  each  day’s  tipping.  An  electrically 
driven  pump  has  been  permanently  installed  at  the  Tip  and 
as  a result  there  were  no  serious  problems  with  accumulation 
of  water.  This  pump  has  a capacity  of  200  gallons  per  minute 
and  has  been  found  to  be  most  effective  in  its  purpose.  Before 
a regular  pumping  schedule  was  instituted,  complaints  of 
sewer  smells  arose  whenever  collections  of  stagnant  water 
were  cleared. 

To  guard  against  insect  infestation  a daily  treatment  of 
insecticides  was  applied  during  the  summer  months. 

D.  HOUSING 


Number  of  houses  built  by  : 

1961 

1960 

1959 

(a)  Local  Authority 

8 

43 

— 

( b ) Private  enterprise 

221 

263 

91 

Total  number  of  completed  houses 

owned  by  Council 

792 

784 

741 

Total  number  of  prefabricated 

houses  owned  by  Council 

50 

50 

50 

Houses  converted  into  flats,  mais- 

onettes,  etc.,  and  into  two  houses 

— 

1 

— 

Number  of  demolition  orders  made 

— 

7 

23 

Number  of  houses  demolished 

— 

3 

— . 

Number  of  houses  demolished  and 

owned  by  the  Council  ... 

— 

1 

— . 

Closing  of  unfit  houses 

— 

— 

— 

Number  of  unfit  houses  made  fit  : 

[a)  By  Official  Notices  ... 

— 

7 

— 

(b)  Informally 

30 

34 

41 

During  the  year  work  has  continued  slowly  on  the  block 
of  one  bedroom  flats  and  bungalows  in  Beauchamp  Road. 
The  Contractor  experienced  many  difficulties  in  regard  to 
labour.  The  Contract  was  not  completed  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 
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The  Rent  Act,  1957. — Only  one  property  was  dealt  with 
under  this  Act  during  the  year. 

Improvement  Grants. — Applications  for  Improvement 
Grants  have  been  received  at  a steady  rate  ; most  of  these 
were  for  bathroom  conversions  and  hot  water  supplies. 

One  regrets  that  more  landlords,  who  let  houses,  cannot 
be  persuaded  to  partake  of  the  scheme.  No  less  than  35  of 
the  applications  received  were  from  owner  occupiers. 

A new  housing  bill  promises  a permitted  increase  in  rent 
from  8%  to  12J%  on  account  of  improvements.  Improve- 
ments to  their  properties  may  thus  have  more  appeal  to 
landlords  as  a sound  investment. 

E.  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

(a)  Milk  Supply. — Registrations  for  the  sale  of  milk 
under  special  designations  are  no  longer  effected  by  this 
Council,  nor  is  supplementary  licensing  now  required.  The 
County  Council,  as  Food  and  Drugs  Authority,  now  discharge 
the  duty  of  issuing  the  necessary  licences. 

(b)  Ice  Cream. — Forty-eight  premises  have  been  regis- 
tered under  Section  16  (a)  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955.  There 
are  now  no  manufacturers  in  the  district. 

(c)  Preserved  Food. — Twelve  premises  are  registered 
under  Section  16  (b)  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955.  Food  is  pre- 
pared under  suitable  conditions. 

During  the  year  468  visits  have  been  made  to  private 
slaughterhouses  in  the  district  for  the  purpose  of  meat  in- 
spections. 

The  following  is  the  statistical  information  with  regard  to 
the  inspection  of  meat  : — 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 


YEAR  1961 

Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

731 

43 

153 

5295 

2052 

None 

Number  inspected 

731 

43 

153 

5295 

2052 

None 

All  diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis and  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

None 

None 

1 

3 

None 

None 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned ... 

142 

27 

None 

191 

75 

None 

Percentage  of  the  num- 
ber inspected  affected 
with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysti- 
cerci 

19.42% 

62.79% 

0.65% 

3.67% 

3.65% 

None 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condem- 
ned 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned ... 

1 

None 

None 

None 

11 

None 

Percentage  of  the  num- 
ber inspected  affected 
with  tuberculosis 

0.13% 

None 

None 

None 

0.53% 

None 

Cysticercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned ... 

None 

2 

None 

None 

None 

None 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigera- 
tion 

None 

2 

None 

None 

None 

None 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 
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(d)  Other  Trades. — All  food  preparing  premises  were 
visited  frequently  as  time  permitted.  Unsatisfactory  food 
handling  practices  and  minor  infringements  of  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations  were  observed  in  a few  cases  but  these 
were  quickly  remedied  at  the  request  of  the  department. 

Advice  was  given  where  necessary  and  it  is  very  pleasing 
that  traders  readily  accepted  this  advice  and  acted  upon  it. 


(e)  Slaughterhouses  and  Slaughtering. — 8,274  animals 
were  killed  and  inspected  in  the  two  Slaughterhouses  during 
the  year. 

The  Slaughterhouse  Construction  Regulations  came 
into  force  on  1st  July,  1961.  The  slaughterhouse  occupied  by 
Messrs.  J.  Bausor  & Sons,  High  Street,  complied  with  the 
requirements  of  these  regulations  on  this  date.  Due  to  the 
extensive  nature  of  the  alterations  and  difficulties  experi- 
enced in  obtaining  certain  materials,  work  on  the  Slaughter- 
house occupied  by  Messrs.  F.  Snelson  & Sons,  Warwick 
Road,  was  unavoidably  delayed.  By  the  end  of  the  year, 
however,  work  on  this  Slaughterhouse  was  drawing  near 
completion.  Nine  slaughtermen  renewed  their  licences  to 
slaughter. 

(/)  Food  and  Food  Premises. — Food  Hygiene  Regula- 
tions, 1955.  Routine  inspections  of  Food  Premises  continued 
during  the  year.  Conditions  were  found  to  be  generally  satis- 
factory and  no  Statutory  Notices  were  served.  Twelve  in- 
formal notices  were  served  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  eleven 
of  these  had  been  complied  with. 


(g)  Unfit  Food. — The  following  foodstuffs  were  volun- 
tarily surrendered  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 


7 tins  Ham  ... 

1 tin  Corned  Beef  ... 
Fish  ... 

Soup 

Tinned  Fruit 
Various  Tinned  Foods 
Tinned  Vegetables 
Jams 

Tinned  Milk 
Pastries 

Frozen  Vegetables 
Butter 


631bs. 

61bs. 

14  tins 
1 tin 
87  tins 
8 tins 
16  tins 
1 jar 
10  tins 
29 

21  pkts. 
*lb. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955,  SECTION  31 

Tuberculous  Milk  Investigation  Milk  Samples  for  bio- 
logical examination  during  the  year  1961  were  taken  by 
officers  of  the  County  Council  within  the  district  as  shown 
below  : — 

Total  No.  No. 
of  Samples  Positive 

Designation  of  Milk 

Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  — — 

“ Tuberculin  Tested 

(Pasteurised)  ” ...  ...  — — 

“ Tuberculin  Tested  ” ...  ...  4 — 

Non-Designated  ...  ...  ...  — — 

The  results  were  therefore  satisfactory  in  each  instance 
and  I thank  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  who  sup- 
plied these  figures. 

F.  PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


Incidence  of  Major  Infectious  Diseases  since  1954 


1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 


CTj 

• f-4 

u 

0) 

-M 

rO 

A 


r 

o « 
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o 

B 

o 

<D 

o 


pH 


2 

9 

4 

3 


co 


<D 

Vh 

S o 
-t->  ;rs 

q o 


rt  . 

b rt 

QJ  • *H 

Oh  X 

R 4) 

<U  ‘ 

0 
Ph 


~ i 


i 

5 1 

5 


1 — 1 — — 
2 — 2 — — 


Reference  to  Table  III  will  give  the  age  distribution  of 
the  cases  notified  during  1961. 

This  was  a satisfactory  year.  There  was  a great  deal 
of  measles  but  otherwise  there  was  no  epidemic  of  any  im- 
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portance.  Again  nobody  was  removed  to  an  isolation  hos- 
pital. Immunisation  records  are  now  kept  for  the  whole 
central  area.  The  results  obtained  in  1961  were  good  for 
vaccination  against  diphtheria,  poliomyelitis  and  whooping 
cough.  The  level  of  protection  against  smallpox  has  been 
less  satisfactory  but  many  persons  sought  to  be  vaccinated 
in  December,  1961,  after  reading  or  hearing  via  Press,  tele- 
vision and  radio  of  the  importation  of  Oriental  smallpox 
into  the  country  by  air  travellers  from  Pakistan.  This  ill- 
judged  rush  later  caused  serious  embarrassment  to  general 
practitioners  and  health  department  officers  alike  as  vaccine 
supplies  became  short. 


TUBERCULOSIS,  1961 


Age 

New 

Cases 

Transf 

Dis 

ers  into 
trict 

Dea 

ths 

Pul- 

Non- 

Pul- 

Non- 

Pul- 

Non- 

Periods 

monary 

Pi 

ll. 

monary 

Pul. 

mon 

Lary 

Pi 

ll. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 ... 

1-5 

5-10 

10-15 

— 

15-20 

20-25 

2 

— 

25-35 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35-45 

45-55 

1 

— 

65-65 

— 

65  & 
upwards 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

1 

1 

3 

— - 

1 

— 

The  figures  for  new  cases  were  lower  this  year  and  below 
average  for  the  last  decade.  Only  one  death  occurred  from 
this  disease  and  there  have  been  only  eleven  deaths  in  the 
past  ten  years. 

The  Miniature  Mass  Radiography  Unit  paid  a short  visit 
to  Kenilworth.  The  unit  was  also  at  a Leamington  Spa 
clinic  regularly  on  the  third  Monday  in  each  month  to  X-ray 
patients  referred  by  doctors  practising  in  the  Central  Area. 
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Prevention— B.C.G.  (Contact  Scheme) 

B.C.G.  Vaccine  is  given  to  child  contacts  of  infective 
cases  and  to  certain  special  risk  groups  such  as  health  service 
staffs.  In  every  case  a prior  skin  test  is  done  to  ensure  that 
vaccine  is  given  only  to  negative  reactors. 

B.C.G.  (Scholar  s Scheme) 

The  scheme  continued  in  county  schools  for  13-year-old 
children  to  have  tests  of  skin  sensitivity  to  tuberculin  and  for 
negative  reactors  to  be  given  an  intradermal  injection  of 
B.C.G.  vaccine.  The  figures  of  work  done  in  Kenilworth 
schools  are  given  below. 

No.  skin  Total  given 

tested  Positive  Negative  B.C.G.  Vaccine 

127  28  99  99 

X-ray  and  follow-up  tests  are  made  when  any  child 
gives  a strong  positive  reaction  to  the  Heaf  test. 

Tuberculosis. — The  following  table  shows  the  cases 
notified,  and  deaths  for  the  past  20  years  : — 


1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

Cases  ... 

11 

9 

10 

9 

9 

4 

1 

Deaths  ... 

5 

2 

3 

1 

3 

6 

2 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

Cases 

14 

3 

3 

13 

15 

15 

13 

Deaths  ... 

3 

— 

3 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

Cases 

15 

5 

6 

12 

7 

5 

Deaths  ... 

— 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Treatment. — 3 patients  were  admitted  to  the  Sana- 
torium for  treatment  during  the  year,  and  7 were  discharged. 

Mass  Radiography. — The  Medical  Director  of  the  Cov- 
entry M.R.  unit  made  available  the  Warwickshire  Caravan 
Unit  to  X-ray  certain  organized  groups.  In  this  way  601 
males  and  152  females  were  examined,  making  a total  of 
753  persons.  No  infection  with  tuberculosis  was  found 
among  these  groups  but  there  were  9 persons  with  non- 
tuberculous  abnormalities  and  three  of  these  were  deemed 
in  need  of  referral  to  a hospital  or  chest  clinic  for  further 
advice. 
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CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 

Daily  measurements  of  the  amounts  of  sulphur 
dioxide  and  smoke  in  the  atmosphere  have  continued 
during  the  year.  These  readings  together  with  wind 
directions  and  strengths  were  submitted  to  the  Warwick- 
shire Clean  Air  Council  and  to  the  Department  of  Scientific 
and  Industrial  Research.  Prior  approvals  to  install  boilers  of 
capacity  greater  than  55,000  B.T.U/s  were  given  in  respect 
of  the  following  : Messrs.  Courtaulds  Ltd.,  Woodside  Hostel, 
Kenilworth  ; Messrs.  Clarke  Cluley  & Co.  Ltd.,  Moorlands 
Avenue,  Kenilworth  ; and  The  Standard  Motor  Co.  Ltd., 
Old  School  House,  Borrowell  Lane,  Kenilworth.  In  each 
application  representatives  of  the  Warwickshire  Clean  Air 
Council  kindly  advised  your  officers  as  to  the  optimum 
height  of  chimney. 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

In  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  operate  the  provisions  of  sections 
47  and  50  of  this  Act  during  1961. 

REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 

The  Kenilworth  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  this,  my  25th  Annual  Report,  as 
your  Public  Health  Inspector  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1961. 
The  pattern  is  much  the  same  as  in  the  last  three  or  four  years  inasmuch 
that  a large  amount  of  private  building  has  continued  necessitating 
extensions  to  the  water  mains  and  sewers  and  modifications  to  surface 
water  drainage. 

Your  own  development  has  been  confined  to  the  Beauchamp  Road 
flats  where  progress  has  been  slow  through  various  difficulties  en- 
countered by  the  Contractor.  Water  main  extensions  have  been  neces- 
sary on  a large  scale  on  the  Station  Farm  and  Oaks  Estate.  The  former 
being  nearly  completed  and  the  latter  now  getting  well  under  way. 
Each  of  these  developments  are  for  some  several  hundred  houses. 

Schemes  of  road  improvements  and  sewerage  have  been  prepared 
and  some  partly  completed,  and  when  the  whole  of  this  work  is  done 
much  will  have  been  accomplished  towards  providing  the  essential  ser- 
vices of  the  town  into  a condition  which  will  provide  an  adequate  margin 
for  future  development. 

Sewer  extensions  are  in  hand  to  augment  the  system  which  drains 
Malthouse  Lane  and  Oaks  Estate  areas  and  an  additional  small  scheme 
of  this  nature  has  been  prepared  to  alleviate  surcharging  in  the  De 
Montfort  Road  area. 

Sewage  Disposal  Works  modifications  have  caused  considerable 
difficulties  but  considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  the  construction 
of  the  main  units  of  this  system. 

A certain  amount  of  sewer  scraping  was  necessary  and  this  work 
coupled  with  that  done  previously  has  done  much  to  reduce  the  flooding 
nuisances  which  had  previously  occurred  in  the  district. 

In  conclusion  this  being  my  last  Annual  Report  I would  like  to 
take  this  opportunity  of  saying  how  much  I have  appreciated  your  help 
and  tolerance  during  my  years  of  office.  I would  also  like  to  take  this 
opportunity  of  thanking  everybody  in  the  administrative  section  of 
your  Surveyor’s  Department  for  the  help  which  they  have  always 
given  me,  and  for  the  zeal  and  loyalty  with  which  they  serve  you. 
I am  also  very  much  indebted  to  Dr.  Livingstone  and  his  staff  for 
their  help  at  all  times  when  it  has  been  required,  and  I trust  that  such 
happy  associations  will  continue  throughout  the  years  to  come. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  A.  J.  EDMUNDSON, 

Public  Health  Inspector. 


Nuisances 

Inspections  for  nuisances  has  continued  as  normal.  A number  of 
informal  notices  have  been  served  in  this  respect  and  they  have  generally 
been  complied  with.  No  Statutory  Notices  have  been  served  during  the 
year. 
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Infectious  Diseases 

Details  of  all  infectious  diseases  notified  are  given  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  in  another  part  of  this  report. 

Disinfection  and  disinfestation  of  Premises 

Disinfection  and  disinfestation  of  premises  following  infectious 
diseases  have  been  carried  out  as  a free  service.  Where  necessary  sup- 
plies of  disinfectant  and  insecticides  have  been  given.  Assistance  has 
also  been  given  to  the  County  Welfare  Officer  in  this  connection  where 
filthy  premises  have  had  to  be  cleared. 

Open-Air  Bathing  Pool 

The  Swimming  Pool  was  opened  on  the  20th  May  and  closed  on 
the  23rd  September.  The  appended  figures  of  attendances  are  given 


with  comparisons  of  the 

two  previous 

years  : — 

1961 

1960 

1959 

Adults 

7,708 

6,714 

14,246 

Children 

13,898 

11,573 

20,028 

Spectators  ... 

5,864 

5,895 

9,340 

Sundays 

5,774 

7,785 

10,711 

The  break-point  chlorination  system  has  worked  satisfactorily  and 
maintained  the  high  standard  necessary  in  these  cases.  The  filtration 
plant  has  also  worked  satisfactorily,  the  water  being  circulated  twice 
per  day  with  the  addition  of  soda  ash  and  alumina. 

Before  the  system  commenced  the  whole  of  the  floor  and  steps  of 
the  pool  were  thoroughly  cleaned  and  pointed  as  well  as  all  the  woodwork 
so  requiring  it.  Also  pointing  and  small  renewals  were  necessary  in  the 
dressing  cubicles. 

Owing  to  the  financial  restriction  no  progress  was  made  with  the 
proposed  new  terrace  and  cubicles. 

One  specimen  of  water  was  sent  for  analysis  with  the  following 
result  : — 

Probable  numbers  per  100  ml. 

Coliform  Bad.  coli 
bacilli  (type  1) 

Swimming  Baths,  Kenilworth  ...  0 0 

In  addition  regular  daily  tests  were  made  for  chlorine  content. 

Verminous  Premises 

Three  verminous  houses  were  submitted  to  disinfestation  carried 
out  by  the  Department. 

Factories 

The  number  on  the  Register  is  63  ; of  these  62  are  power  factories 
and  one  non-power  factory.  Most  of  these  premises  are  modern  and  are 
well  maintained.  Eleven  informal  notices  have  been  served  in  con- 
nection with  sanitary  conditions  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  ten  of  these 
had  been  complied  with. 
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Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

The  Rodent  Operator  was  fully  engaged  on  Rodent  Control  and 
general  Public  Health  work.  He  assisted  in  house  disinfestations  and 
carried  out  daily  treatments  on  the  Refuse  Tip  for  flies  during  the 
summer  months.  161  wasps’  nests  were  destroyed  during  the  season. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  twenty-seven  farm  contracts  had  been 
acquired  at  a value  of  £196  per  annum.  This  represents  an  increase  of 
£36  over  the  previous  year.  All  reported  infestations  were  dealt  with 
promptly. 

New  Buildings  : 

453  Houses  and  Bungalows  and  Flats 
8 Estate  Layouts 
505  Garages 

8 Workshops  and  Extensions 
11  Changes  of  use 

3 New  Shop  Fronts 

7 Conversions  into  Flats 
45  Alterations  and  Additions 

4 Offices  and  Stores 

2 Additions  to  Schools 
6 New  Shops 
2 Extensions  to  shops 

2 Banks 

1 Doctor  and  Dentists’  Surgery  Units 
1 Hostel 

1 School  Engineering  Workshop 

3 Betting  Shops  and  Offices 

10  Tennis  Courts  and  Club  House 

2 Electricity  Sub-Stations 
1 Addition  to  Hotel 

1 Agricultural  Implement  Shed 
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Meat  and  Food  Inspection.  I. D.P.  Housing.  General  Sanitation. 


Table  I. 


KENILWORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Summary  of  Work  Done  in  the  Public  Health  Inspector's 
Department  during  the  Year,  1961. 


Inspec- 

tions 

and 

obser- 

vations 

made 

N ot  ices 

served  and  compli 

sd  with 

In- 

formal 

In- 

formal 

abated 

Formal 

Formal 

abated 

Water  Supply  ... 

52 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Drainage 

61 

7 

6 

— 

Stables  and  Piggeries  ... 

7 

2 

2 

— 

Fried  Fish  Shops  

4 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

21 

3 

3 

1 

Factories 

47 

11 

10 

— 

— 

Workplaces 

— 

— 

— 

— 

B Rehouses 

10 

4 

4 

• 

Public  Conveniences 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Theatres  and  Places  of  Enter- 

tninments 

1 

— 

— 

— 

" — 

Refuse  Collection 

132 

31 

29 

— 

— 

Refuse  Disposal 

200 

— 

— 

— 

Rats  and  Mice  ... 

210 

8 

8 

Miscellaneous 

160 

— 

■ 

■ 

' 

Knackers  Yard 

— 

— 

— 

Under  Public  Health  Acts: 

No.  of  houses  inspected 

29 

19 

19 

— 

— 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses 

41 

— 

■ 

Under  Housing  Acts  : 

No.  of  houses  inspected 

82 

31 

30 

— 

— 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses 

101 

— 

— 

— 

* 

Under  Rent  Act,  1958 : 

No.  of  houses  inspected 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Verminous  Premises: 

No.  of  houses  inspected 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Applicants  for  Council  Houses 

7 

— 

— 

— 

Inquiries  in  cases  of  I.D. 

14 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Visits  re  Disinfection  ... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Miscellaneous  infectious  disease 

visits  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inspection  of  Meat  ; 

Visits  to  Slaughterhouses 

468 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Visits  to  : 

Butchers 

22 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Grocers  

61 

9 

9 

— 

— 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ice-cream  Premises  ... 

54 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Restaurants  ... 

11 

3 

2 

— 

— 

Public  Houses  

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Miscellaneous  Food  visits  ... 

51 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1882 

130 

124 

1 

1 

Quantity  of  Unsound  Food  Voluntarily  Surrendered  ... 

Quantity  of  Unsound  Meat  Condemned 

Seizure  of  Unsound  Food  

Samples  of  Ice-cream  taken  for  Examination  

Samples  of  Well  Water  taken  for  Examination 

Precautions  Against  Infectious  Disease 

Houses  disinfected  after  cases  of  Infectious  Disease 

Schools  disinfected  after  cases  of  Infectious  Disease 

Lots  of  Bedding  steam  disinfected  or  destroyed  ...  

Prosecutions  for  Exposure  of  Infected  Persons  or  things 
Convictions  for  Exposure  of  Infected  Persons  or  things... 
Prosecutions  for  failure  to  notify  existence  of  Notifiable  Disease 
Convictions  for  failure  to  notify  existence  of  Notifiable  Disease 


No. 

3311bs. 

229081bs. 


2 


2 

3 

3 


G.  A.  J.  EDMUNDSON, 

Public  Health  Inspector. 
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Table  II 


KENILWORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1961 
and  Previous  Years. 


Year. 

1 

Population  estimated  to  Middle 

10  of  each  Year. 

Births. 

N ETT 
TO 

Deaths  belonging 
the  District. 

Nett, 

Under  1 Year 
of  age. 

At  all  Ages. 

<u 

-C 

£ 

£ 

3 

6 

1— 1 

<D 

S-t 

O 

4 

£ 

5 

fc 

5 

Rate  per  1,000 

03  Nett  Births. 

<,  Number. 

00 

i 

1952 

10,710 

177 

16.5 

3 

17.0 

144 

13.4 

1953 

10,870 

202 

18.5 

8 

39.6 

121 

11.1 

1954 

11,110 

180 

16  2 

6 

33.3 

102 

9.2 

1955 

11,550 

196 

17.0 

7 

35.8 

114 

9.9 

1956 

12,200 

231 

19.0 

6 

25.9 

103 

8.5 

1957 

12,630 

228 

18.0 

— 

— 

101 

8.0 

1958 

13,020 

199 

15.3 

3 

15.0 

120 

9.2 

1959 

13,430 

214 

15.9 

5 

23.4 

116 

8.6 

I960 

14.250 

238 

16.7 

3 

12.6 

135 

9.5 

1961 

14,490 

284 

19.6 

1 

3.5 

145 

10.0 

VITAL  STATISTICS  IN  ENGLAND  AND  WALES,  1961. 

England  and  Wales. 

Birth-rate,  Death-rate,  and  Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1961. 

( Provisional  Figures ). 

Annual  Rate  per  1,000  Population. 

Live  Still  Births  Deaths  under 

Births.  per  Deaths,  one  year  to 

1,000  Births.  1,000  Births. 

England  and  Wales  ..  ...  17.4  18.7  12.0  21.4 


21 


Table  III. 


KENILWORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  the  Year, 

1961. 


Notifiable  Disease. 

Number  of  Cases  notified. 

Total  cases  removed 

to  Hospital. 

At  all  Ages. 

At  Ages — Years. 

Under  1. 

1 to  5. 

5 to  15. 

15  to  25. 

25  to  45. 

45  to  65. 

r/. 

T3  r C 

a 

m P. 

CD  P 

Small-pox 

Plague 

Diphtheria  (including  Mem- 
branous Croup) 

Erysipelas 

Scarlet  Fever 

Typhus  Fever 

Enteric  Fever 

Pneumonia 

Malaria 

Dysentery 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Meningococcal  Infection 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (including 
Polioencephalitis)  ... 

Whooping  Cough 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Measles 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

Food  Poisoning 

I 

1 



2 

i 

1 

...  o.  . 

2 

1 

1 

2 

i 

1 

i 

i 

212 

4 

1 

1 

4 

124 

84 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Totals 

225 

4 

127 

85 

3 

1 

3 

2 

22 


Table  IV. 

KENILWORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT. 
Causes  of  Death  during  the  Year  1961. 


causes  of  death. 

MALES. 

FEMALES. 

1 Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

— 

1 

2 Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

3 Syphilitic  disease 

— 

— 

4 Diphtheria 

— 

— 

5 Whooping  cough  

— 

— 

6 Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

7 Acute  poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

8 Measles  

— 

— 

9 Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

10  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

3 

2 

11  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  ... 

6 

— 

12  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ... 

— 

— 

13  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

— 

14  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neo- 
plasms 

7 

10 

15  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

— 

16  Diabetes  ... 

— 

2 

17  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

8 

10 

18  Coronary  disease,  angina 

16 

12 

19  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

5 

2 

20  Other  heart  disease 

6 

7 

21  Other  circulatory  disease 

1 

6 

22  Influenza 

1 

1 

23  Pneumonia 

2 

1 

24  Bronchitis 

4 

2 

25  Other  disease  of  respiratory  system  ... 

— 

2 

26  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

— 

27  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

— 

28  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

1 

29  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

— 

— 

30  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

31  Congenital  malformations 

— 

1 

32  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

8 

8 

33  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

— 

34  All  other  accidents 

— 

1 

35  Suicide 

2 

2 

36  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

All  causes 

74 

71 

23 


